2018 Full Programme dates

6 May to 24 May
3 June to 21 June
2 July to 20 July
29 July to 16 August

There are only 8 spaces available in each group. We work on a first come first
served basis, so book early to avoid disappointment!
Fill in the application form and send it to melissa@live4now.co.za to book
your spot!

Programme Itinerary
The Wild Vets programme is specifically designed for those who are either studying or working in the veterinary sciences
field. This programme provides you with the opportunity to gain hands-on experience in this field, under the supervision of
a professional wildlife vet. It also includes time spent in Wildlife Conservation. You will partake in some conservation efforts
on a big 4 game reserve as well as get up close and personal to more of Africa’s amazing wildlife. Food, accommodation and
ground transport are all included in this package. Please note: Due to the unpredictability of nature, the days stated below
may be switched around to give you the best experience possible.

Day 1: Arrive
Today we will pick you up at Richards Bay
airport in Kwazulu Natal. We will then make
our way to a big 4 game reserve . You will be
lodging in a bush camp which has an
extraordinary view of the bush veld.
Surrounded by wildlife such as giraffe, buck,
rhino, elephant, leopards and lots more. The
bush camp has a recreation area for you to
relax in and socialize with your co-students in
the evenings . The recreation area also has a
swimming pool and a kitchen for you to make
tea and coffee.

Day 2: Orientation and Wildlife
Conservation efforts
Today you will take part in an orientation
where we will explain everything that lies
ahead . Today is also the first day spent in
wildlife conservation. We will tell you about
some of the conservation efforts run on the
reserve. You will then partake in some of the
conservation efforts .

Day 3: Wildlife Conservation
You will spend another day helping out in
conservation efforts on the reserve. These
efforts could include aspects such as game
monitoring and counts, fence patrols, snare
patrols, monitoring of rhino, elephants or the
elusive leopards and hyena’s on the
property. You could expect to encounter
animals such as buffalo, antelope, elephants
and rhino amongst others.

Day 4: Elephant interaction
Today will be very exciting as we will make our
way to a game reserve where you will get the
chance to interact with elephants. The
knowledgeable rangers will talk you through
the elephant’s history as well as provide you
with interesting facts while you get to interact
with these amazing majestic creatures. You will
be given opportunity to feed the elephants as
well as touch their ears, behind his tusks, and
even get to feel their tongues..

Day 5: Hippo and Crocodile Boat trip
Today we make our way to the little seaside
town of St Lucia. Here we will go on a 1.5 hour
trip down the St Lucia estuary in between all
the hippo’s and crocs. It is one of the best
spots in Africa to get close to these amazing
creatures. We will then go into the town to
look at all the touristy shops and enjoy a lunch
at one of the restaurants.

Days 6 to 8 : Kruger National Park
We depart early in the morning and make our
way to the Kruger National Park. During our
stay in Kruger we will attend lectures on
current topics affecting the control and
management of animals in the park and go on
fantastic game drives. Our accommodation is
set in the Skukuza camp, the largest camp in
Kruger and will mainly consist of either chalets
or dormitories. Skukuza rest camp is also a
perfect base for game viewing and souvenir
shopping.

Day 9: Drive to Pretoria
Today we will be driving to a game lodge near
Pretoria. The lodge is situated in an area called
Brits. Here you will be focusing on veterinary
activities and gaining hands-on experience
with the wildlife vet.

Days 10 to 13: Wildlife vet assistance
The next couple of days will be spent with the
wildlife vet. A typical day is spent
accompanying the vet on duty and assisting in
duties he performs. This offers you the chance
to get some hands-on-experience under his
supervision. In every task you perform, the vet
will give a full educational explanation of what
you are doing.

Day 14 : Dart preparation
Today you will learn how to prepare a
tranquilizer dart and shoot with a dart gun.
You will also practice shooting darts from a
helicopter.
Please note: The use of the helicopter
depends on availability and the weather.

Day 15 : Cheetah breeding centre and
curio market
Today will be very exciting as we will make our
way to a cheetah breeding centre where you
will get the opportunity to learn all about the
centre and the vital role they play in breeding
rare and endangered species such as cheetah
and wild dogs. In the afternoon we will make
our way to a curio market where you can buy
some gifts for your loved ones back home.

Day 16 : Snake course
Today you will partake in a snake course. You
will learn about aspects such as the types of
snakes in South Africa, their distribution, the
venomous and benign species, their dentition,
locomotion, identification, feeding, prey and
predators, breeding, diagnostic sampling and
lab testing, therapeutics and medicine,
infectious diseases, anatomy, parasites and
other interesting information.

Days 17 and 18: Community Vet Clinic
In the morning we will make our way into the
underprivileged areas around Pretoria and
offer our assistance at the Community Vet
Clinic. The CVC is a non-profit organisation
providing primary veterinary health care to
animals in disadvantaged communities.

Day 19: Departure
Today is a sad day as we have to say goodbye.
We will take you to Johannesburg international
airport (O.R Tambo) where you will make your
way back home. We are sure this experience
will benefit you throughout your career and
will never be forgotten.

